June 17, 2025

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services U.S. Department of Agriculture
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201 Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Secretary Kennedy, Secretary Rollins, and Administrator Zeldin,

As organizations representing millions of farmers, ranchers, food producers, and ingredient manufacturers, we
write to urge you to ensure food and agriculture have a seat at the table during the development of policy
recommendations related to the recent Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission report, as well as
any future Commission activities. The process by which the Commission’s most recent report was created
lacked transparency and any opportunity for public engagement. As a result, the report contained numerous
errors and distortions that have created unfounded fears about the safety of our food supply. While we
appreciate recent outreach to some stakeholders in the food and agriculture sector, to genuinely provide the
transparency and gold-standard science pledged in the report, we urge the administration to formally include
farmers, ranchers, and food producers in a collaborative stakeholder process throughout all future work of the
Commission. We also advise the administration to create the opportunity for public comment on all future
reports and activities of the Commission.

America’s farmers and food producers share the goal of healthy outcomes in our country and have been on a
decades-long journey of continuous improvement. They have relied on technology and innovation to provide
a safer, more abundant and affordable supply of food and agricultural goods. Since the 1940s, U.S.
agricultural output has tripled to feed and supply our growing population, while decreasing the total use of
labor, land, and inputs, such as fertilizers and pesticides.' These same innovations have allowed for significant
increases of soil health practices, such as reduced tillage and an increase in cover crops.” They also have
allowed us to produce more food without converting environmentally-sensitive lands, like forests or prairies,
into cropland. These innovations and others have made the U.S. food and agriculture system the envy of the
world.

Despite these successes, the MAHA Commission report paints a very different, inaccurate story about
American agriculture and our food system. The stakes are high going forward. The unintended consequences
of making uninformed decisions for U.S. food production based on misinformation or unproven theories
would be sweeping for our nation’s farmers. It would lead to U.S. producers increasingly falling behind our
global competitors, making our country more reliant on foreign imports for our food supply. Further,
America’s families would see food prices rise amid promises of a return to affordability. We also have
concerns that by raising unfounded fears about the safety of our food supply, the report may have the
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unintended effect of discouraging consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables contrary to the goals of the
Commission.’

Since the release of the report, it has been discovered many of the studies referenced to support erroneous
claims significantly misrepresented their findings or in some cases are entirely nonexistent.* In other
instances, the report relies on a few select pieces of poor evidence and opinion articles to justify false claims,
ignoring vast volumes of scientific evidence to the contrary.” Many of our organizations previously sent a
letter to the MAHA Commission warning of this very outcome, which we believe is a consequence of the
process by which the report was created.® Since its inception, the MAHA Commission has operated without
meaningful input from food and agricultural stakeholders. In a letter, Congress expressed its own concerns
that this process could be abused by activist groups seeking to advance their own longstanding anti-
agriculture agendas—concerns potentially validated following the rollout of the report.’

The MAHA Commission would benefit from inviting public comment and formally including representatives
from food and agriculture in any future reports. Greater transparency would prevent future misrepresentations
based on poor or nonexistent sources. Grower and food production experts who work daily in food and
agriculture would be a resource to corroborate claims or ideas. Also, because no one person or organization
has all the answers to health ailments affecting our population, allowing greater input via public comment
would provide the Commission with new ideas and potentially new evidence to improve public health.

America’s farmers and food producers eagerly share in the goal of making our population healthier. However,
we are greatly troubled by the work of the MAHA Commission to date, which risks unnecessarily eroding
public trust in our food supply. Your leadership is greatly needed to correct the Commission’s activities, as
well as create processes for greater transparency and input. These actions will help the MAHA Commission to
genuinely fulfill its mission of using gold-standard science to make all Americans healthier.

Sincerely,
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